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The raising of children is difficult, such that they require both patience and tactfulness.
Subsequently, some children need to be treated with gentleness, and ease, and do not respond well
when voices are raised at them. If they were to be dealt with in this manner (using rigidity), they
would respond with obstinance.

Some children need someone that will be firm with them. However, this firmness should not
exceed that which is reasonable. If it exceeds this, then this will incite the child to become
stubborn and heedless to the instruction of his parents. Therefore, we ask Allaah to facilitate for
us proper child rearing, since there is a tremendous responsibility around the necks of the parents.

Allaah the Exalted says:
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“O you who believe! Protect yourselves and your families a Fire (of Hell).”
[Soorah at-Tahreem (66):6]

In the narration of ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar who said that the Messenger of Allaah # said:
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“Each of you is a guardian, and each of you is responsible for those under his authority. So the ruler
is a guardian and is responsible (for his subjects); the man is a guardian of his family and responsible
(for them); the woman is a guardian of her husband’s house and she is responsible (for it); a slave is a
guardian of his owner's wealth and he is responsible (for that). Certainly! Each of you are guardians
and each of you are responsible.”

It is essential that the parents work together in raising their children. If one of them were to
neglect his or her responsibility then this important part of the child’s development would become
deficient except for that which Allaah wills.

The child should be taught according to his level and understanding. 1 have prepared for you
some examples of this, for instance:
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1- In the first stage (of the child’s development), the child may be taught about Allaah by
pointing with your finger towards the heavens.

2- Whenever you have given the child some food to eat, whether it is a piece of bread or
something similar to that, then instruct him to eat it with his right hand.

3- If the food is hot, then do not blow on it. For indeed, the Prophet % prohibited blowing
in vessels. Moreover, if the child sees someone doing this, then you will find that he is
quick to implement it.

Likewise (this is the case) in all of the affairs and this is the actualization of the statement of the
Prophet # who said:
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“Every chlld is born with a natural dlsposmon towards the worship of Allaah alone. However, the
child’s parents make him a Jew, Christian, or Magian.”

Additionally, ‘Iyyaadh ibn Himaar said that the Messenger of Allaah # said that Allaah the Exalted

said:

2 B, o 800 10T s P A ¢
« U'.\.%L:":'J‘ v.@.ﬂ\.ﬁ?—b ,;LA;:— L..QQL.\./C C,\.AJJ- Ls}i »

“Indeed, I created my servants upon pure monotheism (Hunafaa), but it was the devils
that diverted them.” '

4- Once the child reaches approximately one and a half years, whenever he desires to eat or
drink, you should teach him to say “ & .. /Bismillaah.” Thereafter, he will become

accustomed to that and will begin to say “ & s~ /Bismillaah” by himself.

5- Whenever you find that the child is able to comprehend the pillars of Islaam and Eemaan
(Faith), and the pillar of Ihsaan (Perfection in worship), then you should teach him. 1 do
not restrict teaching him (this) to a particular age, because both the ability of children to
articulate and their intellects differ.

The Pillars of Islaam:

Upon the authority of Ibn ‘Abbaas @ who said the Messenger of Allaah # said:

! Saheeh Muslim
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“Islaam was built upon five (pillars): The testification that nothing is deserving of worship other than
Allaah, and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah; and the establishment of the prayer, the
paying of the obligatory charity (Zakaah), the fasting of the month of Ramadhaan, and the
performing of the pilgrimage (Hajj) to the house (The Ka’bah in Makkah).” *

The Pillars of Eemaan (Faith):
Upon the authority of Aboo Hurayrah g who said: The Messenger of Allaah #£ said:
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“Eemaan (Faith) is to be ieve in Allaah, His Angels, His books, and His Messengers; and that you

believe in the final Resurrection.” >

The Pillar of Ihsaan (Perfection of Worship):
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“That you worship Allaah as though you see Him, but since you are unable to see Him, then He most

certainly sees you.” *

6- Teach him the legal rulings concerning ritual purification (Wudhoo’).

7- Whenever you eat from a vessel then you should tell him to eat from that which is close to
him. In the narration of ‘Umar ibn Abee Salamah who said that I was eating and my hand
was recklessly moving about the plate, so the Prophet 4 said to me:
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“O young boy, mention the name of Allaah, and eat with your right hand, and eat from that which is

5
close to you.”

8- Make him accustomed to good. When he reaches the age of seven then teach him to make
the prayer. The Messenger of Allaah # said: °

2 Agreed Upon

3 Agreed upon by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim but the narration by Muslim is unique in that only he recorded this wording
from the prophetic natrration of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab.

* This prophetic narration was previously mentioned.

> Saheehayn

® The isnad (chain of narrators): Mu’ammal ibn Hishaam, meaning Al-Yashkuriyya told us that Ismaa’eel told us upon
the authority of Sawwaar Aboo Hamzah [Aboo Daawood said that he is Sawwaar ibn Daawood Aboo Hamzah al-
Muzanee as-Sayrafee] who narrated from ‘Amr ibn Shu’ayb from his father from his grandfather.
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“Order your children with the prayer at the age of seven, and strike them (if they become lazy with it)
when they reach the age of ten and also separate their beds.” 7 ®

9- Separating between the children’s’ beds when they reach the age of ten and we have
previously mentioned the prophetic narration which is indicative of this.

10-Try to prepare him to fast, so long as this does not weaken him; so when he matures, he
will have become accustomed to it. Musaddad told us that Bishr ibn al-Mufadhal told us
upon the authority of Khaalid ibn Dhakwaan upon the authority of Ar-Rubayyi’ bint
Mu’awwidh that she said that the Prophet % sent a messenger to a village of the Ansaar in
the early morning of the day of ‘Aashoora’ (10th of Muharram) to announce, “Whoever
began the day by eating something should complete the remainder of the day, and whoever
began the day fasting should continue to fast.” She further said, “So thereafter we used to
fast on that day and we would also make our boys fast. We used to make for them toys
from wool so if any one of them started to cry for food, we would give him those toys until
it became time for the breaking of the fast.” °

11-Teach your child the correct creed (‘Ageedah) and say to him as the Prophet # said to
‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Abbaas:
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“O young boy! Certainly, I will teach you some words. Be mindful of Allaah (Preserve the commands
and prohibitions of Allaah), He will preserve you. Safeguard His rights, you will find Him (always)
near. If you ask, then ask of Allaah; and if you seek assistance, then seek the assistance of Allaah.
And know that if the entire nation were to gather together in order to benefit you with something, they
will not be able to benefit you except with that which Allaah has written for you. And if they were to

gather together to harm to you with something, they will not be able to harm you with anything except
what Allaah has written against you. The pens have been lifted and the pages have dried.”
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" Aboo Daawood [1/495] with a Hasan chain.

8 Mu’ammal ibn Hishaam is trustworthy and Ismaa’eel is Ibn ‘Ulayyah who is well known. Sawwaar is truthful but he
has errors as mentioned in AtTagreeb so his narrations suffice as supporting evidence so long as they do not contain
his mistakes. As for the remainder of the men in the chain, then they are well known. For this prophetic narration,
there exists another chain of narration from Sabrah, which is found in Aboo Daawood [494].

‘Imaam Al-Bukhaaree has named one of the chapters in his Saheeh [200/4] Chapter: Concerning the Fasting of Children
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12- Advise your child with an admonition similar to what Lugmaan instructed his child:

Allaah the Exalted said:
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“And (remember) when Lugmaan said to his son while he was advising him, O my son!
Do not associate anything (in worship) with Allaah. Indeed! Associating others (in
worship) with Allaah is a great injustice.” And We have enjoined upon man (to be

dutiful and good) to his parents. His mother carried him (increasing her) in weakness
and hardship upon weakness and hardship, and his weaning is to be two years. Give
thanks to Me and to your parents; unto Me is the final destination. But if they strive to
make you associate others with Me in worship that which you have no knowledge, then
do not obey them, but behave with them in this world considerately, and follow the way
of those who return to Me in repentance. Then unto Me will be your return, and I will
inform you of what you used to do. ‘O my son! If it (i.e. wrong) should be the weight of
a mustard seed, and should be in a rock, or (anywhere) in the heavens or the earth,
Allaah will bring it forth. Indeed, Allaah is Subtle, Well-Acquainted. O my son!

Establish the prayer, enjoin the good, forbid the evil, and endure with patience whatever

afflicts you. Certainly! These are from the most important of matters. And do not turn

your cheek (in contempt) toward the people, and do not walk exuberantly through the
earth. Indeed, Allaah does not like the self-deluded, boaster. And be moderate in your
pace, and lower your voice. Certainly, the harshest of sounds is the braying of the

donkey.””
[Soorah Lugmaan 31:13-19]

13-Teach him to seek permission if he wishes to enter:
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“O you who believe! Let those whom your right hands possess, and those who have not

[

yet reached the age of puberty among you to seek your permission (before entering)
three times; before the morning prayer, and while you remove your clothing for the
afternoon (rest), and after the night prayer. (These are) three times of privacy for you.
There is no blame upon you or them at other than these (times), for they circulate
among you -some of you, among others. Thus, does Allaah make clear to you the verses.

And Allaah is All-Knowing, All-Wise."
[Soorah an-Noor 24:58]

14-Teach him about the prohibited affairs such that he may abstain from them: In the
narration of Aboo Hurayrah g who said that Al-Hasan ibn ‘Alee g took a date from the

dates set aside for charity and then placed it in his mouth. So then the Messenger of
Allaah # said:
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“Leave it, leave it, and discard that; have I not taught you that we do not eat from the charity.” '°

15-Explain to him the meanings of the verses and the prophetic narrations that you read to
him.

16-Connect his heart to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. Some of the hearts of the children
are connected with the world, pursuing degrees, and their hearts become filled with
delusion. It is feared that perhaps this darkness may overtake them.

17-Make the memorization of the Qut’aan a priority. Help your child to memorize something
every day even if it is only a single verse. Certainly, those who busy themselves with the
Qur’aan are the best of the people. ‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Affaan g said that the Messenger of

Allaah & said:

10 Saheehayn
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“The best of you are those who learn the Qur'aan and teach it.” '

The Prophet # advised his nation to give precedence to the Qur’aan. Muhammad ibn Yoosuf told
us that Maalik ibn Mighwal told us that Talhah said that I asked ‘Abdullaah ibn Abee Awfaa, “Has
the Prophet made a will?” He replied, “No.” 1 said, “How is it that wills are prescribed for the
people, and they are ordered to do so while the Prophet has not made a will?” He said, “From his
will was that he advised with the Book of Allaah.” **

Al-Haafidh said, “The intended meaning behind “the advising with the Qur’aan” is the
memorization of it and to follow it closely, and to act in accordance with its commands, and
abstaining from its prohibitions while constantly reciting it, teaching it and whatever is similar to
this.” (End of cited passage)

The Qur’aan is an intercessor for the one who possesses it: the Messenger of Allaah #£ said:
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“Read the Qur’aan for indeed, it will come on the day of resurrection as an intercessor for
the one who possesses it.” ' '*

The Messenger of Allaah & said:
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“When the Qur'aan and its people are brought forth, the people who used to work in accordance with
it will also be brought forth; while Soorah al-Baqarah and Aali ‘Imraan intercede for the one who
possesses them.” > 16

There are various narrations concerning the superiority of the Qur’aan and its people:

"' Saheeh al-Bukhaaree. In addition, in a narration of Al-Bukhaaree it appears with the wording, “Indeed the most
superior of you” is used in the place of, “The best of you”.

12 Saheeh al-Bukhaaree [5022/9]

B Saheeh Muslim [553/1]

'4 The isnad: Al-Hasan ibn ‘Alee al-Hulwaanee told me Aboo Tawbah, who is Ar-Rabee’ ibn Naafi’ told us
Mu’aawiyyah, (meaning Ibn Salaam) upon the authority of Zayd, heard Aboo Salaam say that Aboo Umaamah al-
Baahilee told him.

15 Saheeh Muslim [554/1]

' The Isnad: Ishaaq ibn Mansoor told us that Yazeed ibn ‘Abdu Rabbihi informed us that Al Waleed ibn Muslim told
us upon the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Muhaajir from Al-Waleed ibn ‘Abdur-Rahmaan al-Jurashee from Jubayr
ibn Nufayr who said that I heard An-Nawwaas ibn Sam’aan al-Killaabee told him.
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Upon the authority of ‘Aa’ishah u# who said that the Messenger of Allaah % said:
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“The one who recites the Qur’aan and is proficient in it will be among the noble and obedient

messengers. And whoever stutters while reciting it while also finding difficulty in its recitation will

. 1
receive two rewards.” '’

Moreover, upon the authority of Aboo Moosaa al-Ash’aree g who said that the Messenger of
Allaah # said:
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“The example of the believer who recites the Qur’aan is like that of a citron (citrus fruit) which tastes
good and smells good. And the believer who does not recite the Qur’'aan is like a date that tastes good
but has no smell. Moreover, the example of the hypocrite who recites the Qur’aan is like (the) basil
that smells good but tastes bitter. Moreower, the example of the hypocrite who does not recite the
Qur’aan is like the colocynth that tastes bitter and has no smell.” '®

Upon the authority of ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar & who said that the Prophet # said:
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“Indeed, Allaah wtll raise people with this Book and lower others by it.” *°

Upon the authority of ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas g who said that the Messenger of Allaah # said:

- & - ¥ ";‘/ B o} PR o 2/3 .~°ia B 2 :
PGt PN *Jsgupjufwbpud:)s) V30T el colal JG »

« L@.’\ *‘5{

" Narrated by the two Shaykhs (i.e. Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim)
'8 Narrated by the two Shaykhs (i.e. AlBukhaaree and Muslim)
1 Narrated by Muslim
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“It will be said to the possessor of the Qur’aan, ‘Recite slowly and precisely and (you will ascend), just

as you used to recite slowly and precisely in the worldly life. Certainly, your station will be determined

by the last verse that you recite.”” *°

Upon the authority of ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Umar & who said that the Messenger of Allaah # said:
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“There should be no envy except in two (instances): A man whom Allaah has given the Qur’aan so he
stands with it (reciting it in his prayers) day and night; and a man whom Allaah has granted wealth,
so he spends it (in charity) day and night.” *!

Whatever is memorized must be reviewed, otherwise it will quickly elude him.

Muhammad ibn al-‘Alaa’ told us Aboo Usaamah told us upon the authority of Burayd from Aboo
Burdah from Aboo Moosaa the Prophet % said:
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“Safeguard this Qur'aan. For by the One in whose hand my soul is, it will flee faster then a camel
from its bridle.”

18-Do not allow your children to intermingle with the foolish children since he will most

certainly acquire their foul statements and actions and this will destroy whatever he has
learned.

As the poet said:
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So inscribe on his heart what ' you will of information, no doubt, he will retain it with his /,'mﬁcienf memory, ’

Therefore, the situation of the child is that he is open and receptive to everything; just as it is said,
« q . 1. . - . 9
Inscribing upon the youth is like inscribing in stone.

20 Narrated by Ahmad [192/2], Aboo Daawood, and AtTirmidhee and it is a sound Hasan narration.
I Narrated by the two Shaykhs; i.e. Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
22 Saheeh al-Bukhaaree
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19-Do not allow your children to remain outside in the evening for indeed the devils move
about at that time. It is possible that some harm could come to your child by way of them.
Ishaaq told us that Rawh informed us that Ibn Jurayj said that ‘Ataa’ informed me that he
heard Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullaah say that the Messenger of Allaah % said:
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“When the darkness of night arrives or the evening comes, then keep your children close to you, for the
devils move about out at that time. Then if an hour passes into the night, then you can leave them,
close your doors, and mention the name of Allaah for indeed Satan cannot open a closed door.” *

20-Sometimes the child should be left alone to entertain himself. Certainly if he is constantly
prohibited from playing, perhaps this will stunt (the development of) his intellect; and
boredom and weariness will occur because of this.

Therefore, if the parents desire that their children develop then they should strive hard to ensure
that their children receive an Islaamic upbringing and are educated regarding the Book and the
Sunnah.

From the reasons that cause the Muslim parents’ level in the Hereafter to be raised is the
supplication of their righteous child for them. Aboo Hurayrah g said that the Messenger of
Allaah # said:
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“When the son of Aadam dies, all of his deeds cease except for three: a continuous charity, beneficial
knowledge, or a righteous child who supplicates for him.” **

Additionally, it has come from the prophetic narration of Aboo Hurayrah 4 that the Messenger
of Allaah #& said:

B Saheeh al-Bukhaaree
2 Saheeh Muslim
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“The station of a righteous servant in Paradise will be increased. Then he will say, ‘O my Lord, how

did I acquire this? It will then be said to him, ‘From your child’s seeking forgiveness for you.”” **

If the parents were righteous and their children were righteous but did not reach the level of their
parents, then Allaah will raise the level of the children to the level of their parents.

Allaah the Exalted said:

“And those who believed and whose offspring followed them in Faith, We will join
them with their offspring, and We will not decrease anything from the reward of

their deeds. Every person is responsible for that which he has earned."
[Soorah atToor 52:21]

The child could be a blessing for the parents: He obeys them, and is dutiful to them. This is what
the righteous request of their Lord will grant them.

As Allaah, the Exalted says:
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“And those who say, ‘Our Lord! Grant us from our wives and our offspring comfort to

our eyes, and make us a leader for the righteous.””
[Soorah al-Furgaan 25:74]

21-Strive to include your child in the gatherings of the righteous. Just as the righteous mother
Umm Sulaym came along with her child Anas to the Prophet # and said, “Anas is your
servant O Messenger of Allaah, supplicate to Allaah for him.” Then he said:
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“O Allaah, increase him in wealth and children and bless him therein.”

5 As-Saheeh al Musnad
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Umm Hudhayfah asked her child Hudhayfah ibn al-Yamaan, “When is your commitment (over)?”
She meant his time with the Prophet &, so I said, “I have not had a commitment since such and
such.” She scolded me for this. So I said, “Allow me to go to the Prophet # and pray Maghrib
with him. I will ask him to seek forgiveness for you and me.” So I came to the Prophet # and |
prayed with him Maghrib. He remained (praying) until they prayed 'Eesha’ then he became busy so I
followed him. He heard my voice and said, “Who is it! Hudhayfah.” 1 said, “Yes.” He said,
“Hudhayfah, what do you need? May Allaah forgive you and your mother.” He # said, “Certainly,
this angel has never before descended to the earth before tonight. He sought permission of his
Lord to convey to me the greetings of peace and the glad tidings that Faatimah is the Mistress of
the women of Paradise.” *°

It is upon the parents to exert themselves concerning the rearing of their children and the
guidance is in the Hands of Allaah; mankind is unable to guide himself, so how much more so
should it be for him to guide others.

Nooh 8 the noble Prophet from the many Prophets of Allaah was unable to guide his own child.
He begged his child to be with him and to abandon the disbelievers.

As Allaah, the Exalted said:
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“And Nooh called out to his son, who was away from them, ‘O my son! Come aboard

with us and do not be with the disbelievers.””
[Soorah Hood 11:42]

The child responded by saying:
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“He said, ‘I will seek refuge on a mountain, it will save me from the water.” Nooh said,

‘This day there is no protection from the Decree of Allaah except for him upon whom

He has mercy.” And the waves came between them, and he was among the drowned.””
[Soorah Hood 11:43]

26 Reported by At-Tirmidhee, and my father has mentioned it in As-Saheeh al-Musnad [214/1]
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Ibraaheem %<& admonished his father to abandon polytheism (as mentioned in many chapters of
the Qur’aan), but he did not submit to the advice of his child, rather he said:
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“He (His father) said, ‘Have you no desire for my gods, O Ibraaheem? If you do not

desist, I will surely stone you. So abandon me indefinitely.””
[Soorah Maryam 19:46]

Our Prophet Muhammad # begged his uncle Aboo Taalib to submit, but he refused and died

upon polytheism; and there are many other examples of this.

This also occurred with many of the people from amongst the pious predecessors: Shu’bah ibn al-
Hajjaaj said, “I was granted a child. I named him Sa’d but he was neither fortunate (the linguistic
meaning of Sa’d) nor successful.” He used to say to him, “Go to Hishaam ad-Dastuwaa’ee.” Then

he would say, “I want to send the pigeon.” */

[smaa’eel ibn Ibraaheem ibn Mugsim was a righteous man. From his children was Ibraaheem who
was a staunch Jahmee who claimed that the Qur’aan is created.

Therefore, the guidance is in the Hand of Allaah, but it is necessary that the causes for such
guidance be pursued. Thus, when Allaah desires good for him, he will submit to the advice and if
Allaah desires other than this, then he will continue upon that which he is upon.

As the poet says:
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"9][ (a ferson 's] nature is ffu@ an evil nature, then no manners will éeneﬁz‘, nor will any teacher,”

Certainly, some children are resented by their parents, and for this reason Allaah the Exalted says:
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“Indeed, from amongst your wives and your children are enemies for you, so beware of

them!”

[Soorah at-Taghaaboon 64:14]
The word “Min” or “from amongst” in this verse indicates some.

He says:

21 See AlMeezaan al-‘Itidaal [122/2]
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“O you who believe! Do not allow your wealth or your children to divert you from the

remembrance of Allaah. And whosoever does that, then they are the losers.”
[Soorah al-Munaafiqoon 63:9]
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Thus, he becomes resented if indeed, he is the reason for the diversion of his parents and a
distraction for them from the matters of the religion.

From the examples of this:

1- That a Muslim father when his child becomes sick might resort to astrologers and
magicians in order to heal him, and this is disbelief. This is because these people claim to
have knowledge of the unseen and no one knows the knowledge of the unseen except

Allaah.

The Exalted said:
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“Nor would Allaah disclose to you the secrets of the unseen.”
[Soorah Aali ‘Imraan 3:179]

In addition, He said:
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“And with Him are the keys to the unseen, none knows them except Him.”
[Soorah al-An’aam 6:59]

Additionally, there are other evidences which indicate this. So based upon this, the father
disbelieves because of his child.

2- From the people are those who are deficient in performing their own obligations because
of diverting one’s provision such that the child enjoys a level of luxury that is above that of
his parents.

3- From the people are those who allow the television into their homes with the purpose of
surrounding their children with luxury. The television is prohibited for the many evils that
it contains. From them are images, the musical instruments, the looking of a woman upon
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a man (who is not her husband), and the opposite of this, the acceptance of the ideas of
the enemies to Islaam, and other than this.

So this child becomes an enemy to his father, and fails to benefit him on the Day of Resurrection;
rather he will flee from him.

As Allaah, the Exalted says:
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“On that Day a man will flee from his brother, and from his mother and his father, and
from his wife and his children. Every man, that Day, will be preoccupied with his own

affair.”
[Soorah ‘Abasa 80:34-37]

Consequently, whoever is tried with a disobedient child should supplicate to their Lord.

Allaah the Exalted said:
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“And your Lord said, ‘Call upon Me, I will respond to your call.””
[Soorah Ghaafir 40:60]

The compassion of parenthood falls within the limits of Islaamic legislation, so do not commit
prohibited actions for the sake of the child.
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