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Muhammad told me that ‘Abdah told us upon the authority of Hishaam ibn ‘Urwah from his
father who said that he heard ‘Abdullaah ibn Ja'far say that he heard ‘Alee g say that he heard the

Messenger of Allaah # say:
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“The best of the women of her time was Maryam and the best of the women of her time was

Khadeejah.” !

Ismaa’eel ibn Khaleel said that ‘Alee ibn Mushir informed us upon the authority of Hishaam from
his father from ‘Aa’ishah % who said, “Haalah bint Khuwaylid (the sister of Khadeejah) sought
permission to enter from the Messenger of Allaah #. He would thereafter recall the way
Khadeejah used to seek his permission and then become upset and then he would say, ‘O Allaah...
Haalah.” This would make me jealous. I would then say, “‘Why do you remember an old woman
from the old women of Quraysh whose gums are red, while Allaah has replaced her with one who

is better?”” ?

It certainly deserves of our attention, O noble women, that we emulate this noble woman.
Similarly, other noble women like ‘Aa’ishah % also possessed many honorable characteristics to
the extent that some scholars give precedence to ‘Aa’ishah over Khadeejah. This is because of the
many evidences that have been transmitted regarding her noble status and because she aided in the
spread of knowledge, and was included in the people who have relayed the most prophetic
narrations as the poet said:
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In addition, As-Suyootee mentioned her in another segment of poetry wherein he says:

! Saheeh al-Bukhaaree [133/7), Saheeh Muslim [2430/4]

2 Saheeh al-Bukhaaree [134/7] Muslim also recorded this prophetic narration [1889/4] which contains a chain of
narration that is connected to the Prophet #2. Then he said, “Suwayd ibn Sa’eed told us that ‘Alee ibn Mushir told us
(this narration),” with the remainder of the chain remaining the same.

3 Translator’s Note: This is a reference to the Mother of the Believers ‘Aa’ishah bint Abee Bakr as-Siddeeq.
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Humayd ibn Mas’adah told us that Ziyaad ibn ar-Rabee’ told us that Khaalid ibn Salamah al-
Makhzoomee told us upon the authority of Aboo Burdah from Aboo Moosaa who said, “We (the
companions of the Messenger of Allaah %) did not used to encounter difficulties with any of the
narrations of the Prophet # that we used to consult ‘Aa’ishah about except that we would find
with her some knowledge concerning it.” *

Similarly were the remainder of the wives of the Prophet £, and Umm Sulaym was the righteous
woman whose dowry (Mahr) was Islaam.

Umm ad-Dardaa’ used to sit as the men would sit in the prayer and she was knowledgeable in the
affairs of Figh. Some of the female companions came to the Messenger # and said, “O Messenger
of Allaah, the men have preceded us to you so please assign for us a day when you might teach us
from that which Allaah has taught you.” So he said to them:
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“Gather together on such and such a day.”

So they gathered themselves and he came to them. He admonished them and commanded them
(with good); and from that which he told them was the following:
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“There is not a woman amongst you who has lost three of her children except that this will be a
protection for her from the Fire.”

So a woman asked, “And two (children)?” To which he replied, “And two.”

The Messenger of Allaah # was very conscientious about exposing the women to good, so much so
that he would specifically address them with reminders.

Upon the authority of Ibn Jurayj from ‘Ataa’ from Jaabir ibn ‘Abdullaah who said, “The Prophet
% stood on the day of Fitr then he prayed. So he began with the prayer and then delivered a
sermon. Once he had finished he descended and approached the women. He then advised them

* Sunan at-Tirmidhee [3883], The chain of this narration is sound (Hasan) as mentioned in Fadhaa’il as-Sahaabah [554] by
Shaykh Mustafa.

> Imaam al-Bukhaaree mentions with the mention of part of or all of its chain omitted in his Saheeh
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while leaning on the arm of Bilaal for support. Bilaal held his garment outstretched such that the
women might offer charity.”

In another narration, upon the authority of Ibn ‘Abbaas, “So then he thought that the women
could not hear him, so he admonished them, and ordered them to give charity.”

Ibn Jurayj said to ‘Ataa’, “Do you see it as an obligation upon the Imaam to advise them (meaning
the women)?” So he replied, “Indeed, it is most certainly an obligation upon them and I do not
know why they do not do so?”

Therefore, this affair was not specific to the Messenger of Allaah #, so it is imperative that the
scholars and leaders attend to the women just as the Messenger of Allaah # and the pious
predecessors did. Such that they might seek knowledge and narrations, and they take this upon
themselves just as the men doj; so that they might become leaders, rightly guided, upon that which
is correct; open to good and opposed to evil.

Hence, there is not an act of obedience implemented correctly except by way of knowledge, and
knowledge is from the best of the acts of obedience without exception. This is what a woman of
great knowledge, who is well grounded in Islaamic Jurisprudence, and diligent in her worship, so
explicitly stated. She is none other than Umm ad-Dardaa’ and she said, “I have certainly sought
worship in everything, but I have not been affected by anything more fulfilling than the sittings of
the scholars and their review.” So how much are the women of this day in need of the likes of
Umm ad-Dardaa’ specifically as educators, women of knowledge, noble examples, and diligent
worshippers. ° [End of cited passage]

® Taken from the book, ‘Inaayah an-Nisaa’ bi al- Hadeeth an-Nabawee (page 13) by Mashoor Hasan.
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